Pragmatic constructions : simulation and the
vulnerability of technological cultures
Citation for published version (APA):
Kouw, M. V. (2012). Pragmatic constructions : simulation and the vulnerability of technological cultures.
Uitgeverij BOXPress.

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2012

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:
• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.
If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:
repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl
providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 04 Dec. 2020

STELLINGEN
Behorend bij het proefschrift
Pragmatic Constructions: Simulation and the V ulnerability of Technological Cultures
van Matthijs Kouw.
1. Technological cultures will always be vulnerable to some extent. However, the ability of
technological cultures to cope with risks can be improved by studying vulnerability using
a social constructivist framework (this dissertation).
2. Simulations and models will become more and more complex due to scientific,
technological, and experimental developments. Although this makes it increasingly
difficult for scientists and engineers to understand the inner workings of simulations and
models, they can still be used in a critical and reflexive manner (see chapter 3).
3. Issues pertaining to the vulnerability of Dutch flood defenses cannot be the sole
responsibility of either engineers or policymakers. By studying these issues in a more
collaborative fashion the safety of the Netherlands can be enhanced (see chapter 4).
4. Values about the form and content of participation inform the design of technologies of
participation. It follows that studies of participatory governance can become more useful
by paying close attention to the design and reception of such technologies of
participation (see chapter 5).
5. Researchers working in Science and Technology Studies (STS) may lack training in the
disciplines they want to study (e.g. hydraulic engineering). It is nonetheless possible for
STS researchers to interact fruitfully with professionals in those disciplines.
6. The ethnographic method is a powerful ally in the attempts of STS researchers to
understand the ‘messy’ alignments between science, technology, and society.
7. Uncertainty can be an important driving force for innovation.
8. The objectivity attributed to science is not so much an explanation for the validity of
knowledge, but something which itself needs to be explained.
9. Academic researchers can benefit greatly from regular physical exercise.
10. It is tempting to concur with Lovecraft’s assertion that “we live on a placid island of ignorance
in the midst of black seas of infinity, and it was not meant that we should voyage far.” (H.P.
Lovecraft, The Call of Ctulhu, 1928) However, it is even more exciting to cast oneself out
on open seas.
11. “Progress lies not in moving to a visible ideal but ‘merely’ […] in remaining open to change.”
(François Jullien, Vital Nourishment, 2007, 29)
Utrecht, November 8 2012

