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Propositions accompanying the Thesis

Global Governance in the Management of Natural Resources:
The Case of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI)
by Oxana Slobozhan
1. Transparency-focused instruments target mostly political mechanisms of the
resource curse and less so the economic ones.
2. Resource abundance, lower income, ethnic fractionalization and low number of
years since last polity change toward democratization are associated with the
increased likelihood of EITI adoption.
3. Carrying out the EITI in the non-oil mining sector is a sufficient condition for
extensive disaggregation of the reporting. For the countries implementing the EITI
in the oil and gas sector, a positive polity score is a necessary (but not sufficient)
condition for the inclusion of extensive disaggregation.
4. The ideological distance between the EITI stakeholders in Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan leads to policy deadlock and only incremental changes toward more
extensive practices in the implementation process.
5. The new mandatory EITI requirements adopted in May 2013 have significantly
reformed the EITI by extending the depth and the scope of the required minimum
transparency practices. The discussion on numerical rating of EITI compliance
(currently in proposal form) and recent US and EU hard laws affecting reporting by
the extractive companies have also contributed to furthering transparency practices
in natural resource governance.
6. Despite the inclusion of transnational actors in the EITI process, the potential of
the instrument for achieving the target of increased transparency in the extractive
sectors continues to be conditioned on the decision-making of politicians in power.
7. There is yet little empirical evidence documenting the effectiveness of
transparency-focused measures in the extractive sectors. More research on the
effects of different policies seeking to stimulate transparency in natural resource
governance is needed.

8. For future research on the global move toward transparency in the natural
resource governance, constructivist explanations focusing on socialization would
be necessary for the exploration of persuasion processes in the national
administrations or MSGs.
9. A key policy recommendation to reform-oriented political actors is to increase
transparency in the internal reporting and accountability mechanisms, be it via the
EITI or other national transparency-focused regulation.
10. The most effective prevention of the political resource curse occurs at the
family level.

