During coagulation, thrombin generation shifts from
chemical to diffusional control
Citation for published version (APA):
Hemker, H. C., de Smed, E., & Hemker, P. W. (2005). During coagulation, thrombin generation shifts from
chemical to diffusional control. Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis, 3, 2399-2400.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1538-7836.2005.01565.x

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2005
DOI:
10.1111/j.1538-7836.2005.01565.x
Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:
• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.
• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.
If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:
repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl
providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 26 Sep. 2021

Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis, 3: 2399–2400

LETTER IN FOCUS

During coagulation, thrombin generation shifts from chemical
to diffusional control
H . C . H E M K E R , * E . D E S M E D T * and P . W . H E M K E R
*Cardiovascular Research Institute Maastricht; and Centrum voor Wiskunde en Informatica, Amsterdam, the Netherlands

To cite this article: Hemker HC, De Smedt E, Hemker PW. During coagulation, thrombin generation shifts from chemical to diffusional control.
J Thromb Haemost 2005; 3: 2399–400.
See also Orfeo T, Mann KG. Mathematical and biological models of blood coagulation. This issue, pp 2397–8.

Hemostasis and thrombosis hinge on the formation of
thrombin. The underlying reaction mechanism is a web of
proenzyme–enzyme conversions, controlled by positive and
negative feedback reactions [1]. Current paradigm has it that
thrombin formation is the results of chemical interactions
between the components of this web and therefore is uniquely
determined by the initial concentrations and reaction constants
of its components [2,3].
Essential steps of the thrombin forming process occur at
membranes that contain negatively charged phospholipids [1].
In an in vitro model system such procoagulant phospholipids
are normally added in the form of relatively small vesicles that
remain in suspension, so that the binding sites for the clotting
factors are available in free solution. In vivo the binding takes
place on membrane surfaces that present in a wound or
ruptured plaque [4]. Factor VII(a) binds to tissue factor
incorporated in cell membranes and factors II, X(a), V(a),
IX(a) and VII(a) on adhering and aggregating activated
platelets and on membrane remnants. Experiments in the
presence of platelets and tissue factor bearing cells suggest that,
as soon as such structures are present, physical transport
through diffusion might play a role in determining thrombin
generation velocities [5,6,7]. In coagulation experiments in
plasma in vitro, procoagulant phospholipids are added to
platelet-poor plasma (PPP) in the form of vesicles; in plateletrich plasma (PRP), they are provided by activated platelets [8].
At the moment that a clot forms, 98% of thrombin is still
to be generated [9,10]. The total amount of thrombin formed is
an important determinant of the quality of hemostasis or the
extent of thrombosis [11] and this thrombin is almost all
formed within the ﬁbrin mesh of the clot. In that mesh, the
plasma is stagnant and the procoagulant surfaces of blood
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platelets and membrane fragments stick to the ﬁbrin ﬁbers [12].
Prothrombin conversion and other activation reactions thus
are likely to be located on the insoluble ﬁbrin mesh rather than
in free and homogeneous solution and it is conceivable that not
only chemical reaction rates but also diffusional transport to
these surfaces determines the rate of thrombin formation.
Whether diffusion or chemical interaction is rate limiting can
be decided on the basis of temperature dependence. Diffusion
velocity is proportional to absolute temperature, i.e. it will show
a 14% increase between 10 and 50 °C, whereas biochemical
reactions will roughly double their pace if the temperature is
raised by 10 °C (see e.g. 13). Here, we show that the temperature
dependency of thrombin generation in clotting plasma is such
that we must assume that, when a clot has formed, diffusion
starts to co-determine the rate of thrombin formation.
Thrombin inactivation, on the contrary, is caused by
stoichiometric reaction with speciﬁc plasma proteins, the most
important of which is antithrombin. In contrast to the
activation reactions, inactivation takes place in free solution
and therefore is likely to be less diffusion dependent.
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If the velocities of both activation and inactivation are
determined by chemical reaction rates, a rise in temperature
will enhance both reactions to roughly the same extent and the
change in thrombin activity with temperature will be small. If
diffusional transport would govern activation but thrombin
inactivation would be a chemical reaction, then activation
would increase 3% by raising the temperature from 25 to
35 °C, but inactivation would double so that an almost 50%
decrease of the free thrombin formed would result. If diffusion
plays a role that is more important in the activation reaction
than in the inactivation, a limited decrease of thrombin activity
would be seen with rising temperatures.
We tested thrombin generation in plasma at four temperatures: 25, 30, 35 and 40 °C under three conditions. A: in
deﬁbrinated plasma with added procoagulant phospholipids;
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Fig. 1. Fluorescence development from a thrombin-speciﬁc substrate in plasma. Left frame: deﬁbrinated PPP with added phospholipids; middle frame:
non-deﬁbrinated PPP with added phospholipids; right frame: PRP. In all experiments, the ﬂuorescence was measured in 120 lL of citrated plasma to which
(ﬁnal concentrations) 5 pM TF, 16.7 mM of CaCl2 and 0.42 mM of ZGGR-AMC were added at zero-time. In each frame, from left to right the
temperatures were: 40, 35, 30 and 25 °C.

B: in normal plasma with the same amount of added
phospholipids and C: in PRP (Fig. 1 from left to right).
Deﬁbrination with Arvin is known to precipitate ﬁbrin but not
otherwise to affect the clotting system [14].
To 80 lL of citrated plasma, we added 20 lL of a mixture of
30 pM recombinant tissue factor and 24 lM phospholipid
vesicles (20% of dioleoyl phosphatidyl serine, 20% of dioleoyl
phosphatidyl ethanolamine and 52% of dioleoyl phosphatidyl
choline and 8% of cholesterol). Thrombin generation was
started by adding 20lL of CaCl2 containing 2.5 mM of the
thrombin substrate Z-Gly-Gly-Arg-aminomethylcoumarine
(AMC). The ﬂuorescent product AMC was detected by its
emission at 460 nM upon excitation at 390 nM [15]. When
ﬁbrinogen is present, the clot forms at the moment that also the
ﬂuorogenic thrombin substrate starts to be converted, the bulk
of thrombin being formed within the clot.
In Fig. 1, it is seen that, with increasing temperature, the lagtime of thrombin formation shortens under all circumstances.
This is to be expected because during the lag-time all reactions
take place in free solution and will follow chemical rate laws,
they i.e. are accelerated signiﬁcantly by a rise in temperature.
In Fig. 1, middle and right frames, it is seen that as soon as
ﬁbrin is present less thrombin is formed at higher temperatures
than at lower ones. This indicates that thrombin forming
reactions are less accelerated by a rise in temperature than
thrombin inactivating reactions are, which can be explained by
assuming that the role of diffusion in the generation of
thrombin is more important than in its decay.
This effect of diffusion starts to play a rate determining role in
the generation of thrombin around the moment of clot
formation. So, whereas the initiation phase is a purely chemical
process, the contribution of physical restraints to thrombin
generation during the propagation phase is not to be neglected.
In mixtures without ﬁbrinogen or in mathematical simulation,
thrombin generation velocity is governed by chemical conversion rates only and diffusion is not taken into account. In models
where the prothrombin converting enzyme is adsorbed at a
macroscopic surface, thrombin generation is diffusion limited at
all but extreme concentrations of the reactants [16]. Because of
the transition of chemical to diffusional limited reaction velocity
around the moment of clotting, neither of these approaches can
be quantitatively extrapolated to the in vivo situation. It follows

that thrombin generation in the body is best modeled by
measuring it directly in a sample of isolated organ i.e. in clotting
PRP with addition of the relevant components of the vessel wall
(tissue factor, thrombomodulin) and/or white cells.
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thrombogram: monitoring thrombin generation in platelet-rich plasma.
Thromb Haemost 2000; 83: 589–91.
16 Billy D, Briede J, Heemskerk JW, Hemker HC, Lindhout T. Prothrombin conversion under ﬂow conditions by prothrombinase
assembled on adherent platelets. Blood Coagul Fibrinolysis 1997; 8:
168–74.

Ó 2005 International Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis

