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Propositions

Belonging to the thesis

Essays on Human and Social Capital Formation

by

Hiwot Mekonnen Mesfin

1. Siblings’ sex composition matters in adolescents’ human capital development, physical

wellbeing, and household gender norms (chapter 2).

2. “Investing in social protection is an investment in human and social capital.” (Based

on Social Protection Week Slogan, Mozambique, 2017).

3. Conditional cash transfer increases social capital among young women (chapter 3).

4. Cash transfers lead to lower political participation (chapter 3).

5. Overconfidence is widespread among farmers (just like in other population segments)

and it predicts lower information seeking (chapter 4).

6. Trust (in expertise) is very important for farmers when they decide to seek information

from external sources (chapter 4).

7. “The source of a nation’s wealth is the skill of its people.”

8. Programs and policies should be scrutinized for their unintended effects as much as for

their intended effects.

9. If we believe we are ‘the best’ at something, we are most probably wrong.
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