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Impact Paragraph

The purpose of this impact paragraph, according to Article 22 of Maastricht 
University’s 2020 Regulation Governing the Attainment of Doctoral Degrees is to 
reflect “in layman’s terms (for a wide target group), on the scientific impact of the 
results of the research described in the thesis, as well as, if applicable, the social 
impact anticipated or already achieved”. By providing examples, Article 22 defines 
scientific impact as the “short-term and long-term contribution of the results of 
scientific research to shifting insight and stimulating science, method, theory 
and application within and between disciplines” and social impact as “short-term 
and long-term contribution of the results of scientific research to changes in or 
development of social sectors and to social challenges”. Article 22 provides four 
questions that can serve as a guideline for preparing the impact paragraph. Short 
answers have been provided to each of the four guiding questions. 

1. (Research) What is the main objective of the research described in the 
thesis and what are the most important results and conclusions?

The main objective of the research is to analyze the concept of necessity in the 
context of fragmentation and coherence of international law and examine the 
possibility for interinfluence between the concepts of necessity in WTO law and 
customary international law as the two fields of public international law where the 
concept of necessity has been extensively applied. 

The research found out that although there are basic differences in the substance 
and scope of these two concepts of necessity (i.e., fragmentation), there is a 
possibility to minimize the differences (i.e., coherence) by identifying elements of 
the concept of necessity in WTO law that can be adopted by the concept of necessity 
in customary international law and vice versa. This dissertation does not, however, 
argue that there should be a single concept of necessity in international law

Specific to WTO law, the research also found out that the concept of necessity that 
the WTO’s Appellate Body first developed for the General Exceptions of the GATT 
1994 in the Korea – Various	Measures	on	Beef	(2001) dispute (the ‘weighing and 
balancing’ test) which was uniformly applied to interpret the concept of necessity 
in a number of other legal texts of the WTO Agreement can be taken as the ‘concept 
of necessity in WTO law’.

1. (Relevance) What is the (potential) contribution of the results from this 
research to science, and, if applicable, to social sectors and social challenges? 

The potential contribution of the results from this research to science is its finding 
out the possibility for different definitions of the same concept operating in different 
fields to learn from, and make use of the elements of, each other. The research has 
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also shown how to predict possible future interpretation of a concept (necessity in 
this dissertation) based on the trend of interpretation developed so far.

Regarding contribution of the results of this research to social sectors and 
social challenges, the research is related to the concept of necessity which, both 
at domestic and international levels, allows states to take measures which are 
otherwise unlawful because of mainly social values and interests such as protection 
of public morals and order, protection of human, animal or plant life or health, 
protection of the environment, and the protection of essential security interests. 
New social factors and challenges that need protection at the expense of violating 
a state’s treaty obligation may arise in the future. This research focuses on how the 
necessity argument in different international tribunals can be enhanced by looking 
into ways to ensure coherence of the different (particularly the two key) concepts 
of necessity so far developed under different fields of international law. The more 
coherence is assured in the different concepts of necessity, the more states can have 
assurance on the protection of any social value or challenge.

2. (Target group) To whom are the research results interesting and/or 
relevant? And why?

The primary consumers of the results of this research are members of the academic 
community who focus on international law generally and WTO law specifically. 

The results of this research, which reflect heavily on the interpretation and practices 
of the concept of necessity in WTO law, are also relevant to Members of the WTO 
especially those that are involved in WTO disputes where necessity is raised as an 
issue. 

WTO panels and the Appellate Body (should the latter be reinstated, or, failing 
that, any other body with appellate authority within the WTO system) can also be 
interested in the results of this research because the main objective of this research 
is to see how the ‘weighing and balancing’ test developed for interpreting necessity 
in a number of WTO agreements can benefit from the elements of the concept of 
necessity in customary international law. 

Chapters 4 and 6 of this dissertation showed how the two relatively developed 
concepts of necessity in international law (the concept of necessity in WTO 
law and the concept of necessity in customary international law) can be used as 
alternative interpretations for necessity-related disputes arising under other fields 
of international law (especially international investment law and international 
environmental law). The results of this dissertation can, therefore, be relevant to 
states involved in non-WTO litigation before other international tribunals where 
necessity becomes an issue. 
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The tribunals presiding over these non-WTO disputes may also be interested in the 
results of this dissertation which have suggested alternatives for interpreting the 
respective necessity provisions in the specific fields of international law in litigation. 

3. (Activity) In what way can these target groups be involved in and informed 
about the research results, so that the knowledge gained can be used in the 
future?

The main means that the results of this research can be made available to the 
target groups and involve them is through academic writings and presentations in 
regional and international conferences. 

The results of this research can also be extracted and developed into litigation 
strategies by states and law firms involved in international disputes where the 
concept of necessity becomes an issue. 




