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7. Impact Statement 

This thesis focused on structural transformation, productivity gains and economic development in 
Africa, by examining the contributing role of modern services, manufacturing and global value chains. 
This is a research area that stands to grow in the coming years. This is particularly evident in the 
increasing number of research projects currently ongoing in the field—including but not limited to 
the AU Agenda 2063; The STEG project; World Bank JET project, World Bank industrialisation for 
jobs in Africa: seizing the opportunities in GVC project, and ongoing structural transformation 
projects at the Africa Development Bank just to mention but a few. Within the United Nations 
Sustainable Developments Goals (SDGs), the content of the thesis is also very important for the SDG 
8 ‘Decent work and economic growth’ and SDG 9 ‘Industry, innovation and infrastructure’. This 
further justifies that the focus of this thesis is not only a concern in the academic community but also 
addresses key topics shaping the international development policy agenda in Africa. 

About 11 million young workers are expected to enter the labour market each year for the next decade 
in Africa. There is also a need to improve the quality of jobs for the huge workforce who are 
underemployed or work in the informal sector. Accelerating structural transformation is the primary 
way to deliver on this goal to build back better, ensuring an inclusive and sustainable transformation 
of economies in the region. The outcome of this thesis, therefore, provides rigorous empirical insights 
which not only increase our understanding of structural change in Africa but also lay the foundation 
for sound evidence-based policy recommendations to realize this goal, whiles providing guidance for 
further research. 

The content of the thesis has so far received key publicity and stimulated passionate and evidence-
based debate on structural transformation, jobs, global value chains and growth in Africa. Chapter 2 
of the thesis has received recognition in the policy space including but not limited to citations in The 
Economist, 2020 June 11th Edition: “How manufacturing might take off in Africa,”82; The 2020 World 
Bank global productivity study/report,83; The 2020 World Bank’s report on the future of work in 
Africa84; the Brookings Institution’s assessment of employment intensities of industries without 
smokestacks85 and the forthcoming World Bank’s flagship report focused on industrialisation for jobs: 
seizing opportunities in global value chains, under the supervision of the African Chief Economist’s 
Office.86 Besides recognition in the policy circle, the content of the thesis has also generated academic 
interests—cited in academic journals and working papers (see my google scholar page). The 
forthcoming World Bank’s flagship report on “industrialisation for jobs in Africa: seizing 

 
82 See graphs (The Economist, 2020 June 11th Edition). “How manufacturing might take off in Africa” 
83 See (Editor: Alistair Dieppe, 2020). “Global Productivity: Trends, drivers and policy.” The World Bank Group.   
84 See (Editors: Jieun Choi, Mark A. Dutz, Zainab Usman, 2020).  “The Future of work in Africa: Harnessing digital 
technologies for all.” Office of the Chief Economist, African Region, The World Bank Group. 

85 See (B. Coulibaly et al, 2020). “Job creation for the youth in Africa: assessing the potential of industries without 
smokestacks”. AGI, Brookings Institution. 

86 Industrializing for jobs in Africa: seizing opportunities in global value chains. Forthcoming, Office of the Chief 
Economist, African Region, The World Bank Group. 
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opportunities in global value chains” benefited from the global value chain dataset I constructed and 
used in chapter 5 of the thesis. 

Further to this, the findings and conclusion of the various chapters of the thesis have been presented 
at conferences and workshops to stimulate further discussions on the content of the thesis.  In this 
regard, an earlier version of chapter 4 was presented at the UNIDO-UNU-MERIT Conference on 
the Future of Industrial Work (September 2019, UNIDO HQ, Vienna). Chapters 2 was presented at 
the CSAE Conference on Economic Development in Africa (2019, St. Catherine’s College, Oxford 
University, UK); at the PEGNet/African School of Economics Conference on Improving the quality 
of education and learning outcomes in developing countries (2018, Cotonou, Benin) and the 
Development Studies Association Conference on Global Inequalities: Parallel Session on Structural 
Change Tensions and Tradeoffs (2018, University of Manchester, UK). Chapter 3 was presented at 
the GLOBELICS International Conference on Innovation, Economic Growth and Sustainable 
Development (2018, Accra, Ghana) and the MIT Media Lab and YSI Workshop on Innovation, 
Economic Complexity and Economic Geography (2018, Cambridge, USA). Chapters 2 and 3 were 
presented at the YSI Africa Convening (2018, University of Zimbabwe, Harare). Chapters 5 and 4 
were also presented at the UNU-MERIT internal conference 2020 and the joint UNU-MERIT and 
Maastricht University SBE conference 2020. 

Two chapters of the thesis (Chapter 2 and 5) have been submitted to academic journals. Chapter 4 of 
the thesis is published as a book chapter in “New perspectives on structural change: causes and 
consequences of structural change in the global economy” published in the Oxford University Press87. 
Chapter 3 is currently being prepared for submission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
87 See chapter 13 (Editors: Neil Foster-McGregor; Ludovico Alcorta; Adam Szirmai, and Bart Verspagen, 2021). “New 
perspectives on structural change: causes and consequences of structural change in the global economy.” Oxford 
University Press. 
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