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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift 

 

LESS THAN MEETS THE EYE 

The functional relevance of early visual cortex across the visual domain 

 

Christianne Jacobs  

1. Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS) is a suitable method to investigate the 

human visual system, and early visual cortex (EVC) in particular.  

2. Visual awareness, visual discrimination and behavioral priming (on the basis of vis-

ual input) all rely on an intact EVC at overlapping pre- and post-stimulus time inter-

vals. 

3. The involvement of EVC in visual short term memory retention shows that EVC is 

more than a simple relay station of visual input.  

4. The study of Neural Correlates of Subliminal Priming (NCSP) deserves more scien-

tific attention, because it can lead to important insights about the neural activity 

underlying the behavioral influence of environmental stimuli  

5. Pre-stimulus brain activity might explain the within-subject variance in behavior 

and/or perception and is therefore a relevant topic of study for cognitive neuro-

science. 

6. The selection of appropriate control conditions is vital for any (online) TMS study, 

and can substantially influence the interpretation of results.  

7. The immense value of knowing how the brain deals with TMS pulses outweighs all 

the artifact-removal stress, which accompanies simultaneous TMS-EEG research by 

default.  

8. The scientific study of consciousness cannot be independent from the philosophical 

study of consciousness.  

9. Teaching hours are well-spent. Having a great mind is only valuable, if one learns to 

share its contents.  

10. Bursts of repetitive, high-frequency, maximal intensity, social events are the optimal 

protocol for excitatory brain stimulation.  

11. One does not need to be a great psychologist to express great wisdom: “Do you 

wanna be right, or do you wanna be happy?” (Dr. Phil) 

12. Ik praat, dus ik ben. 

 

Maastricht, 28 September 2012 


