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Propositions accompanying the Thesis 
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by 
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1. All coastal states have the legal power to influence marine fisheries governance 

within their Exclusive Economic Zones, as mandated by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea since 1982. 

 
2. The shadow of hierarchy is observed when the state adopts non-traditional 

hierarchical forms to indirectly influence fisheries governance.  
 
3. Three theoretical approaches (i.e., interactive governance, social practices, and 

institutional impact) were applied to investigate three meta-governance 
functions nested in the shadow of hierarchy. 

 
4. The three meta-governance functions refer to how the state creates co-existing 

governance modes; steers and defines the general patterns of fishing; and creates 
the institutional setting for fisheries sustainability. 

 
5. Qualitative methods (i.e., systematic document analysis and thematic analysis) 

were applied to different data sources (i.e., scientific publications, legal 
framework, fisheries regulations and assessments) to understand the shadow of 
hierarchy in Mexican fisheries governance. 

 
6. The Mexican case illustrates the coastal state autonomy to perform the shadow 

of hierarchy in different shades of grey, according to state priorities and 
resources.  

 
7. Worldwide, fisheries overexploitation continues to increase; 10% of fish stocks 

were reported as overfished in 1974 and 34% in 2017 (FAO, 2020). 
 
8. Co-existing governance modes (i.e., hierarchical, co-governed, self-governed) 

are in place to overcome overexploitation in marine fisheries. 
 
9. This research contributes to marine policy and governance studies. It shows how 

the state indirectly influences governance to sustain fisheries, even when non-
hierarchical governance modes seem to dominate. 

 
10. “The sea, once it casts its spell, holds one in its net of wonder forever.”  

(Jacques-Yves Cousteau). 


