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Valorisation addendum 
 
1.  Relevance 
For more than twenty years, the EU has been working towards establishing a 
Common European Asylum System (CEAS), which includes common stand-
ards for a fair and efficient asylum procedure. Since its inception in 1999, the 
CEAS has undergone two legislative phases. The first phase concluded in 
2005, which consisted of minimum standards on asylum. The second phase of 
the CEAS was concluded in 2013 and recast the existing minimum standards 
(recast CEAS).  
  This book focuses on the recast CEAS and the rights of vulnerable asylum 
applicants in the asylum procedure. I analyze whether the legal standards that 
stem from the recast CEAS legislative acts with regard to vulnerable asylum 
applicants, in particular with regard to victims of torture and unaccompanied 
minors, are in accordance with international human rights law, and whether 
these legal standards have been adequately implemented at the national level. 
I provide a robust analysis of the national implementing measures, case law 
and practice of the Netherlands with regard to vulnerable asylum applicants 
in the asylum procedure. The case study that I have conducted here has rele-
vance to policy-makers at both the EU and national level, including legal prac-
titioners in the field of asylum. Therefore, this book not only contributes to 
the academic debate with regard to the concept of vulnerability in the asylum 
context but also provides a better understanding of the various legal and pol-
icy instruments on asylum to improve the rights of vulnerable asylum appli-
cants.  
      
2.  Target groups 
The intended audience of the research and findings are academics working in 
the field of European asylum law, because the book includes a detailed analy-
sis of the EU rules with regard to the reception conditions and special proce-
dural arrangements of vulnerable asylum applicants, and how those standards 
relate to international law. This book should also be of interest to both na-
tional and EU policy-makers, and judges, as well as legal practitioners work-
ing in international organisations, NGOs and lawyers representing asylum 
applicants, because it provides a rich source of information and an assessment 
of the implementation of legal standards that stem from the CEAS at the na-
tional level. Finally, the book is also addressed to asylum applicants in general 
who wish to gain more knowledge about the European asylum system and 
their rights during the asylum procedure.  
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3.  Innovation 
This research is innovative because it analyzes the development of EU asylum 
policy, the recast CEAS legislative acts and the rights of vulnerable asylum 
applicants in a comprehensive and systematic manner. I carried out an in-
depth country study of Dutch asylum law and policy with regard to vulnerable 
asylum applicants, with a particular focus on victims of torture and unaccom-
panied minors. The case study could serve as a template to examine the law 
and practice surrounding vulnerable asylum applicants in other Member 
States.  
 
4.  Outreach and dissemination of research findings 
The findings of this research have already been disseminated at various events 
during which scholars, policy-makers and practitioners met to exchange their 
views on the topic of European asylum policy. I presented parts of my re-
search at the Migration Policy Conference, which was organized by the Dutch 
Ministry of Justice in the Hague (2013) and during the Migration Policy Re-
search Seminar at the School of Governance in Maastricht (2014), and also 
during an expert workshop organized by the International Centre for Migra-
tion and Policy Development (ICMPD) in Brussels on the implementation of 
the Common European Asylum System (2016). Furthermore, I also dissemi-
nated my research findings at the annual Student Forum Maastricht confer-
ence and during a public lecture on the ‘refugee crisis’ held at Maastricht Uni-
versity (2015). In addition, parts of my findings with regard to the legislative 
acts of the CEAS have also been used in a study for the LIBE Committee of 
the European Parliament and published as articles in Journaal 
Vreemdelingenrecht.  
 
5.  Implementing the research results 
In order to further disseminate the research outcomes, I will distribute my 
book to policy-makers at the EU and national level, as well as to legal practi-
tioners working in the field of asylum. Finally, I intend to write several articles 
based on my research results and to seek funding to continue my research on 
the future of the CEAS.  
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