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Where Imaging Meets Molecular Biology 

R.G.C. Santegoeds 
Maastricht, 03 juni 2021 

 
1. Chordoma may recur more often in the surgical trajectory than described in literature, 

and radiation of the entire surgical trajectory should be considered when recurrences 
are found in this location. (this thesis) 

 
2. Studying the molecular behaviour of the notochord and of notochord originated 

benign tumors is crucial in understanding the clinical behaviour of chordoma. (this 
thesis) 

 
3. Laser capture microdissection is a good method to isolate qualitative notochordal 

tissue that can be used as control tissue in chordoma research. (this thesis) 
 
4. Chordoma are a very heterogeneous group of tumors, and one reference gene is not 

sufficient in quantitative RT-PCR analysis. (this thesis) 
 
5. The improvement of imaging techniques opens up many new opportunities, but may 

also open up a can of worms when questionable and probably benign lesions are 
revealed more often. (this thesis) 

 
6. Treating chordoma recurrences is complex and may be prevented by adequate 

primary treatment. Chordoma treatment should only be performed in tertiary centers 
by a multidisciplinary team. You only get one bite at the cherry. (this thesis) 

 
7. Some chordoma should read chapter 2 of this thesis, it makes the work of the 

radiologist less complicated. 
 
8. It is puzzling that chordoma cells thrive in all kinds of environment in vivo, but refuse 

to multiply in cell cultures.  
 
9. ‘Chasse patate’ is veruit de mooiste wielerterm. 
 
10. Een promotietraject is als fietsen in Zuid-Limburg, met veel ups en downs. Het 

einddoel is afsluiten zoals een mooie touretappe, met de finish op de top! 
 
11. “Never lose the groove in order to find a note”  (Victor Wooten)  


