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PROPOSITIONS 

 

 

1. All efforts to facilitate cross-border real estate transactions should evenly balance the 

promotion of efficiency and the guarding of legal certainty.  

2. Research on cross-border real estate transactions that systematically studies the 

numerous aspects of national land registration systems are still relatively rare. Even fewer 

are studies that aim to provide a more holistic account by describing how this system 

unfolds in the reality of legal practice.  

3. A multitude of organizations is dedicated to facilitating European cross-border real estate 

transactions. This partly leads to the re-inventing of the wheel. Through enhanced 

cooperation, a reduplication of efforts and resources can be combatted.  

4. Several initiatives in the field provide practical solutions in the form of helpful tools and 

factsheets. These solutions are not only aimed at legal professionals but often also address 

the European citizen. It is thus desirable to create awareness among legal professionals 

and European citizens about the existence of such initiatives and to provide support in 

locating them. This can be achieved by integrating the various initiatives in a central 

platform, such as the European Judicial Network.  

5. Learning from the experiences made in the context of the European Succession Regulation 

can help us determine the most appropriate future course of action in the facilitation of 

cross-border real estate transaction through the introduction of standardized deeds.  

6. The creation of a centralized European Cadastral Authority and Land Registry 

(“EUCALARY”) combined with the adoption of a uniform set of rules governing the 

registration of rights and facts and the adoption of a uniform property law can eliminate 

almost all challenges occurring in cross-border real estate transactions. Yet, its highly 

intrusive nature renders it necessary to develop less invasive strategies.   

7. In-depth knowledge of foreign legal property law systems is of vital importance when 

drawing up effective European legislation to facilitate cross-border transactions in the 

field of property law.  

8. New challenges in European and global property law can be addressed best through the 

persuasive combination of academic knowledge and legal practice.  

9. The right of ownership is the most powerful right that its holder can exercise over an 

object, but it does not exempt the holder from considering the common good.  

10. “[S]ed vita activa secundum quam aliquis praedicando et docendo contemplata aliis tradit, 

est perfectior quam vita quae solum contemplator.”  

St. Thomas Aquinas, OP (Summa Theologiae, III, Q. 40, A. 1, Ad 2) 


