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Propositions
accompanying the doctoral dissertation

Interdisciplinary experiments on reciprocal fairness,
altruism, and the sunk-cost bias.

by Marcello Negrini

1. The human prefrontal cortex governs the decisions to punish and
reward other’s intentional behavior. (Chapter 2)

2. Overly generous actions are rewarded more even if they are con-
sidered less appropriate. (Chapter 2)

3. Only when a donor and a recipient receive their payoff immedi-
ately, is giving sensitive to price changes. (Chapter 3)

4. The larger the initial investment, the lower the likelihood to con-
tinue investing in a project. Humans appear to be less irrational than
we thought. (Chapter 4)

5. Interdisciplinary research can pose particular challenges. Thus, it
is crucial to think about and promote the facilitators.

6. The only way to establish that there is a cause-and-effect relation-
ship between two variables is to conduct a scientific experiment.

7. “The economist may attempt to ignore psychology, but it is a sheer
impossibility for him to ignore human nature, for his science is a sci-
ence of human behavior” J. M. Clark (1918)

8. “We are hopefully past the point where an argument is necessary
as to whether economics should pay attention to the human brain.”
Carlos-Alos Ferrer (2018)


