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STELLINGEN BEHORENDE BIJ HET PROEFSCHRIFT 

 

SPECT IMAGING OF CARDIOVASCULAR 

NEOVASCULARIZATION 

Geert Hendrikx, 26 januari 2017 

1. Most molecular imaging research to date has focused on angiogenesis, leaving 

molecular arteriogenesis imaging largely overlooked. – This thesis 

 
2. Although the process of angiogenesis is best understood, there is no scarcity in 

theoretical targets for molecular imaging of arteriogenesis. 

– This thesis 

 
3. A successful radiolabeled tracer for arteriogenesis is signified by the ability to bind 

despite low target concentration in a high flow environment.– This thesis 

 
4. Small animal SPECT imaging is an important complementary tool with respect to 

established methods for perfusion and function measurements opening up new 

insights on molecular processes in vivo. – This thesis 

 
5. The true benefit of clinical neovascularization imaging has to be proven against 

traditional endpoints or indirect effects such as clinical condition and tissue 

perfusion or function. – This thesis 

 
6. Clinical studies employing neovascularization stimulating agents have failed to 

capitalize on the positive outcomes of their preclinical predecessors, partly due to 

a lack of sensitive neovascularization detection methods.  

 
7. Small animal imaging has become an integral part of molecular medicine. – Khalil 

M. M. et al. 2011, Int. J. Mol. Imaging 

 
8. Early diagnosis and early treatment or even prevention of heart and peripheral 

vascular disease will allow better risk stratification of patients with disease-stage-

adapted-therapy instead of escalating to the most aggressive and costly therapy. 

– This thesis 

 
9. Children are native teleologists, and many never grow out of it, thereby 

illustrating that the “why question” comes more naturally to us than the “how 

question”. – Adapted from Richard Dawkins 

 
10. One never notices what has been done; one can only see what remains to be 

done. – Marie Curie 


