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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift “Ethics a t the interface of reproductive 
medicine and genetic technology: the case of mitoch ondrial disorders”. 
 
 

1. Although preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) was initially introduced to allow 
couples at high genetic risk to have a child not affected by the relevant disease, a 
risk-reducing application of PGD could be morally acceptable as well. [dit proefschrift] 

 
2. If nuclear transfer to prevent the transmission of a mitochondrial DNA disease were to 

become safe and effective, it would be unjustified to dismiss this reproductive option 
solely because it involves germ-line modification and possibly also reproductive 
cloning. [dit proefschrift] 

 
3. It belongs to the responsibility of professionals working in mitochondrial genetics to 

try to help affected couples who want to have children to make well-informed 
reproductive decisions, even if this cannot always consist in providing them with 
precise data about the specific risks related to various reproductive options. [dit 
proefschrift] 

 
4. Although sex selection to avoid transgenerational health effects of mitochondrial DNA 

disease is defendable in principle, the proportionality of this application meets 
important hurdles. [dit proefschrift] 

 
5. Although it is debatable whether genetic testing of newborns conceived by means of 

either PGD or nuclear transfer for mitochondrial DNA disease would meet the minimal 
harm standard, genetic testing could still be morally acceptable in this particular 
context. [dit proefschrift] 

 
6. Although emotional reactions may sometimes point to important considerations that 

risk being overlooked, any arguments derived from such ‘gut feelings’ should be 
subjected to rational analysis. The scrutiny of moral arguments is necessary to 
prevent ethics to get bogged down in moral prejudice. [Martha Nussbaum, 2004] 

 
7. A definition is often more than mere terminology. [Ruth Macklin, 1991]  

 
8. Evil is a function of thoughtlessness - the tendency of people to obey orders and 

conform to mass opinion without critically thinking about the results of their action or 
inaction. [Hannah Arendt, 1963] 

 
9. Je vervalt zo gauw in de fout niet op zoek te zijn naar de waarheid, alswel naar een 

bepaalde verdediging van de waarheid. [Hans van Mierlo] 
 

10. Het schrijven van een proefschrift bestaat voor 5% uit talent en voor 95% uit het 
vermogen je niet af te laten leiden door het internet. 

 
11. Ethiek is als voetbal: iedereen heeft er een mening over. 
 

 
Annelien Bredenoord, 18 juni 2010 
 
 
 
 
 


