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EU Climate Law Through the Lens of the Aarhus Convention 

Access to Environmental Information and Public Participation  

in EU Climate Change Decision Making 

 

Sandra Nóbrega 

 

1. Despite the fact that the Aarhus Convention does not mention the term climate 

change, this treaty has established minimum requirements for governments to 

provide access to environmental information and public participation in climate 

change decision making.  

2. This research illustrated that the EU legal framework does not provide for sufficient 

access to environmental information and public participation in decision making 

under the EU Emissions Trading System and the Renewable Energy Directive in 

view of the international obligations established by the Aarhus Convention. 

3. Public participation under the EU ETS Directive and the Renewable Energy 

Directive could be strengthened by the incorporation of specific provisions on public 

participation in these directives. 

4. The extent to which environmental procedural rights, as provided by the Aarhus 

Convention, will be ambitiously respected in the case of new regulatory 

developments to address climate change depends on further interpretations by the 

Parties to the Aarhus Convention, including their courts, and the Aarhus Convention 

Compliance Committee. 

5. Developing solutions to the climate change problem goes beyond the boundaries of 

environmental law. Yet, environmental law can and should play a central role. 

6. Legal professionals should not be intimidated by the need of technical expertise to 

achieve environmental goals. Sharing and integrating knowledge from different 

fields of science is essential for the implementation of best practices when designing 

environmental legal tools. 

7. Given the complexity and the dynamic pace at which environmental law evolves, 

researchers need to coordinate their efforts in order to gain highly specialised 

knowledge in the specific branches of this area, such as water law, waste law, 

climate law, among others. 

8. Meaningful public participation, based on appropriate access to environmental 

information, has the power to strengthen public action and voice the diversity of 

possible solutions to the climate change problem. 

 

9. Parenting while writing a PhD takes a lot of love, dedication and patience, on top of 

social and institutional support. 

 


