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Propositions  

belonging to the dissertation: 

Renewable cyclic monomers for high-performance biobased 

polyesters 

 

1. Utrecht ligt niet in het noorden van Nederland. 

2. We don’t have a plastic problem, we have a waste management/policy 

problem. 

3. The world is not running out of oil. But what the world is going to run out of, is 

the oil it can affords to burn. – Jeff Rubin  

4. “Drop-in” chemicals to simply change from fossil-based feedstock to 

renewable feedstock doesn’t per sé lead to an overall better environmental 

footprint. (e.g. production of bio-PE (DOI: 10.1016/j.biombioe.2015.12.014), 

bio-PET (DOI: 10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.07.094). 

5. Instead new biomass refinery technologies and/or completely new mass-

marketable biobased plastics could lead to a lower CO2 footprint of plastic 

production and consumption. 

6. Development of biobased (high-performance) plastics will NOT solve the 

plastic littering problem. 

7. Changing HPLC caps mid-experiment led to the serendipitous discovery that 

PDMS is used as adhesive layer in the septum of the caps; many failed 

MALDI-ToF-MS experiments. 

8. Polymer properties are determined by 3 main parameters: chemistry, 

molecular weight, and processing conditions. With low molecular weight 

polymers, what can you really say about the use? (first 5 chapters this thesis, 

and many publications on new biobased polymers). 

9. Having semi-crystallinity as a polymer property isn’t everything, the right 

crystal formation is also needed for enhanced polymer properties (chapter 6). 


