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1. Listeners rely on perceptual adaptation to cope with variability in speech, 

by attending to non-acoustic, contextual information to guide 
comprehension.  
 

2. Two primary sources of guidance for a listener are audiovisual/lip-reading 
cues and the listener’s own knowledge of the lexicon.   

 
3. Continuous exposure to pairings between contextual cues and speech 

sounds can lead to shifts in internal representations of phoneme categories. 
 
4. Lexical and audiovisual cues share numerous similarities in how their 

resulting perceptual shits can be measured, but differ as to how quickly the 
effects are induced. 

 
5. Contextual cues are not necessarily additive in their influence on 

perception, and their relative contributions are determined by the timing 
in which the listener encounters each available cue. 

 
6. Perceptual shifts resulting from audiovisual cues reactivate regions of the 

visual cortex, even in the absence of the visual cues that originally triggered 
the activity. 

 
7. More is needed on individual differences in perceptual adaptation, or how 

the same cues might be utilized distinctively by each listener. 
 
8. Educational strategies that incorporate the use of contextual cues can be 

valuable for people with hearing impairments, who cannot rely on the 
acoustic signal alone and require additional support.  

 
9. Investigating how non-acoustic cues combine and interact to influence 

listening is crucial for understanding speech perception. 
 
10. To speak a language is to take on a world, a culture. (Frantz Fanon) 

 


