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Abstract 

The study of the nexus between diasporas and conflict has received rising interest 

over the last decades, as diaspora groups are increasingly recognised as important 

agents in the international political arena. Recent research has moved away from 

an impact-oriented analysis towards the understanding of diaspora mobilisation as 

a process. Rather an independent variable, diaspora is treated as a dependent 

variable, allowing researchers to investigate how the process of diaspora 

mobilisation is influenced by the transnational political opportunity structure, i.e. 

factors in the destination, origin and transnational context. It is therefore necessary 

to understand the various configurations in place that shape the nexus between 

diaspora mobilisation and conflict.  

Taking Syrian diaspora mobilisation in Germany as a qualitative case study, this 

dissertation sheds light on the underlying factors and their intersections that shape 

the trajectories of the complex process of diaspora mobilisation in conflict settings. 

The research makes use of inductively developed multi-level analysis to examine 

the interconnectivity and interaction of different factors at the micro and macro 

levels and to investigate how these shapes the trajectories of the diaspora 

mobilisation process (meso-level analysis). As a result, the primary research 

question guiding the study is:  How does the interplay of individual characteristics, 

group dynamics and the transnational political opportunity structure shape the trajectories 

of Syrian diaspora mobilisation in Germany? 

The central argument of this dissertation is that diaspora mobilisation in conflict 

settings should be understood as a dynamic process in which structures and 

diaspora agents co-construct each other. Acknowledging the agency of diaspora 

actors, the study explores how diaspora political entrepreneurs individually and 

collectively negotiate the transnational political opportunity structures present in 

the mobilisation process. While transnational repression historically prevented 

bottom-up diaspora mobilisation, the Syrian revolution gave birth to a vibrant civil 

society both at home and abroad that challenged the prevailing authoritarian 

system. As the conflict escalated, diaspora groups filled the void to support local 

NGOs inside Syria in the absence of formal institutions of humanitarian assistance. 

Even though conflict lines were reproduced in the diaspora space, diaspora 

political entrepreneurs engaged in acts of solidarity and promoted common spaces 

for empowerment to overcome divides. With increasing displacement to Germany, 

diaspora actors provided a safe place of community and belonging to those 

forcibly displaced by the conflict. Hence, diaspora actors showed considerable 

agency in shaping the transnational political reality, by transforming political 

spaces both in the contexts of origin and destination. 




