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Valorization addendum 

VALORIZATION ADDENDUM 

According to the Rathenau institute and the Dutch government, valorization refers to a "process 

of creating value from knowledge by making knowledge suitable and/or available for economic 

and/or societal use and translating that knowledge into products, services, processes and 

entrepreneurial activity" (Rathenau Institute, 2016). 

The aim of this valorization addendum is to describe the societal relevance and impact of 

findings presented in this thesis. Five questions are answered: 1) What is the social and economic 

relevance of the research results 2) For which people, outside of academic circles, are your 

results of interest? 3) Are there actual research products in which your results are applied? 4) 

To what extent are these products innovative compared to existing products? And 5) How will 

these be implemented? 

Relevance 

As tobacco consumption causes diseases and premature deaths, the associated social harms 

resulting from human suffering are considerable (1). Comprehensive tobacco control policies 

have the potential to reduce smoking prevalence (2-4). More ambitious policies should be 

adopted in Europe to reduce smoking prevalence, to ultimately reduce death and disease and 

associated social harm (suffering). In order to achieve this, civil society plays a crucial role. It 

needs to work effectively to foster tobacco control policies at the national level. This thesis had 

a dual focus: 1) examining the policy environment more precisely using cross national policy 

adoption designs (i.e.: determinants of policymaking) and 2) examining how civil society can 

improve itself. Both these aims may help civil society to work more effectively. When they 

become more effective, comprehensive evidence based policies may be more readily enacted 

as a result, smoking prevalence will then likely decrease, which causes less people to die and 

get sick, which will in turn reduce human suffering and associated costs for society (Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Flowchart of hypothesized relationship between findings of this thesis and social and economic 

benefit 
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Secondly, in terms of economic relevance, tobacco consumption brings about enormous financial 

costs for societies because of high healthcare costs and absenteeism etc., even when taking 
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