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Proposi t ions

1.	 The	DSM’s	 archetypal	 profile	 of	 feigning	 should	 be	 abandoned	 as	 it	
fails	miserably	in	differentiating	genuine	from	feigned	symptoms	(this 
dissertation). 

2.	 When	a	patient	obtains	non-deviant	scores	on	multiple	(independent)	
symptom	validity	tests,	clinicians	should	give	that	patient	the	benefit	of	
the	doubt	(this dissertation).

3.	 The	 only	 real	 threat	 in	 so-called	diagnosis threat	 is	 that	 of	 circular	
reasoning	(this dissertation).

4.	 To	gain	a	more	thorough	understanding	of	the	theoretical	underpinnings	
of	 feigning	 and	 its	 conceptual	 cousins,	 researchers	 should	 aim	 to	
circumvent	the	malingering-simulation	paradox	(this dissertation). 

5.	 Moral	 reminders	 do	 not	 reduce	 poor	 symptom	 validity	 (this 
dissertation).

6.	 The	 finding	 that	 somatoform	 complaints	 are	 associated	 with	 non-
recovery	in	(female)	patients	who	meet	criteria	for	borderline	personality	
disorder	deserves	further	scrutiny	in	the	context	of	symptom	validity	
(Niesten et al., 2014).

7.	 Research	taking	place	at	the	edges	of	scientific	disciplines	is	by	far	the	
most	exciting	because	it	stimulates	out-of-the-box	thinking.

8.	 Political	correctness	poses	a	threat	to	academia	and	beyond:	it	stifles	
the	intellectual	dialogue	needed	to	achieve	real	progress.

9.	 Quotas	 in	 academia	 are	 a	 form	 of	 identity	 politics	 that	 is	 not	 only	
discriminatory	but	overlooks	 the	one	and	only	 truly	 relevant	 type	of	
diversity	in	need	of	safeguarding:	the	diversity	of	ideas.

10.	 ‘Ik	 kan	 dit	 boek	 alleen	 schrijven,	 als	 ik	 het	 schrijf	 vanuit	 geestdrift,	
vanuit	de	vurige	wens	de	inzichten	die	ik	heb	verkregen	te	delen.	Maar	
die	geestdrift	moet	wel	beteugeld	worden	door	het	verstand.	Het	moet	
stromen,	maar	niet	overstromen’	(Menno Oosterhof, 2018).


