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Propositions (Stellingen)
Accompanying the thesis

Optimising load planning and container routing

in intermodal rail transport

by

Hilde Heggen

1. Real-life features are a prerequisite for developing algorithms and planning tools.

Nobody wants to end up with infeasible solutions. (Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6)

2. In an ideal transport network, multiple complimentary transport modes and

connections should be available simultaneously to ensure a sustainable transport

system. (Chapters 2 and 3)

3. Time is becoming more important than distance. (Chapters 2 and 3)

4. Transport processes are becoming more complex. As a result, dynamics and

multi-objective optimisation are inherently related to the development of plan-

ning tools in the future. (Chapters 4, 5 and 6)

5. Do not just stop when you cannot find improvements, you might be stuck in a

local optimum.

6. Collaboration is the key to further optimisation of logistics processes.

7. In order to increase the sustainability of our transport system, more awareness

should be created on the pros and cons of each transport mode.

8. The two planning tools developed in this dissertation can be implemented in

existing transport management systems in order to facilitate decision support

in transport planning processes.

9. Planning already gets you halfway your destination, the other half makes the

journey worthwhile.

10. “Teamwork is the fuel that allows ordinary people to attain extraordinary re-

sults.” - Andrew Carnegie


