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Road work ahead:  
Cerebral pathways mediating psychological mechanisms 

underlying the psychosis spectrum 
 

Stijn Michielse, 19th October 2018 
 

1. People diagnosed with a psychotic disorder have less oriented 
fiber white matter structure and an unchanged number of axons 
compared to healthy controls. (this thesis) 

2. The geometrical tensor shape measures in diffusion tensor imaging 
afford superior understanding of white matter alterations in 
psychotic disorder. (this thesis) 

3. The time has come to bury the term white matter ‘integrity’ when 
talking about fractional anisotropy in diffusion weighted imaging. 
(this thesis) 

4. Altered white matter global network communication and 
segregation is related to symptom severity in siblings of people 
diagnosed with psychotic disorder. (this thesis) 

5. Alterations in brain activation related to reward anticipation may 
already be present in adolescents experiencing mild psychotic 
symptoms, although the reward system itself may be unaffected. 
(this thesis)  

6. Acceptance and Commitment Treatment in youngsters with 
psychopathology is a promising preventive treatment option.  
(this thesis) 

7. Openly sharing code, documentation and data must be common 
practice in science to push academia forwards. (valorisation) 

8. The purpose of education is to replace an empty mind with an 
open one. (Malcom S. Forbes) 

9. Real strength is not just a condition of one's muscle, but a 
tenderness in one's spirit. (McCallister Dodds) 

10. The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist 
sees the opportunity in every difficulty. (Winston Churchill) 

11. Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep 
moving. (Albert Einstein) 

 


