
 

 

 

Access denied

Citation for published version (APA):

Charitakis, S. (2018). Access denied: The Role of the European Union in Ensuring Accessibility under the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. [Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht
University]. Maastricht University. https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20181011sc

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2018

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20181011sc

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 22 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20181011sc
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20181011sc
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/3cc186cd-9b97-4ab9-8db6-547d8ea3f7e8


Stelios Charitakis

Access Denied
The Role of the European Union in Ensuring Accessibility  
under the United Nations Convention on the Rights  
of Persons with Disabilities

Stelios Charitakis
Access D

enied

The adoption and entry into force of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities UNCRPD constituted a significant milestone in the field of human rights and  
disability law at the international, regional and national levels. The principle of accessibility, 
which is included in the UNCRPD, aims at removing the barriers to inclusion encountered by 
people with disabilities, with a view to enabling them to fully exercise the rights protected under 
this Convention. Article 9 UNCRPD on accessibility entails far-reaching obligations for the States 
Parties to the Convention that will affect both the private and the public domain in urban and 
rural areas. This book attempts to fill a gap in the scholarly discussion about the obligations of 
the UNCRPD with regard to accessibility by providing the first legal interpretation of the accessi-
bility norm and the relevant UNCRPD obligations. 

In addition, the EU has made some effort to promote the protection and inclusion of persons 
with disabilities. This effort has taken the form of actions to combat discrimination against per-
sons with disabilities and to mainstream disability considerations in EU legislation in the field of 
transportation, Services of General Interest, public procurement and structural funds, among 
others. However, the conclusion of the UNCRPD by the EU is of great importance as it constitutes 
the first time that the EU has concluded a human rights treaty. In that regard this book attempts 
to identify the challenges the EU faces after its conclusion of the UNCRPD with regard to the 
implementation of the Convention through EU law and policies.
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