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PROPOSITIONS 

on 

MEASURING AND TRAINING OF WALKING ABILITIES  

IN PEDIATRIC NEUROREHABILITATION 

Corinne Ammann-Reiffer 

1. Although a large number of measurement instruments exist to assess gait 

function in children with neuromotor disorders, psychometric properties have 

not yet been determined for most of these instruments. (this dissertation) 

2. Functional mobility performance during pediatric inpatient neurorehabilitation 

allows adequate estimates concerning children’s performance at home. (this 

dissertation) 

3. Examining a measure’s reliability should be viewed as an ongoing process as 

it may vary in the course of time within a (growing) population.  (this dissertation) 

4. Choosing between a trial’s pragmatic or explanatory orientation is a critical 

factor in the design stage of a study. (this dissertation) 

5. Whether or not a measurement instrument is applied in clinical routine does 

often not depend on its psychometric properties. (research area) 

6. The more physically disabled children are, the more their social mobility is 

reduced as well. (research area) 

7. Intervention trials have to include sound outcome measures that are relevant 

for patients and healthcare providers to provide clinically valuable results. 

(research area) 

8. A common language between parents and healthcare providers regarding 

children’s rehabilitation process is a vital step in empowering parents to 

advocate for their children’s health and medical concerns. (valorisation) 

9. Never help a child with a task at which they feel they can succeed. (Maria 

Montessori, 1870-1952) 

10. People are more disabled by the society that they live in than by their bodies 

and their diagnoses. (Stella Young, 1982-2014) 


