
 

 

 

An uneven balance?

Citation for published version (APA):

Nguyen, H-T. (2018). An uneven balance? A legal analysis of power asymmetries between National
Parliaments in the EU. [Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht University]. Eleven International.
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20180525hn

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2018

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20180525hn

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 22 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20180525hn
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20180525hn
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/78e6274e-c49a-4d71-b743-41092272884c


PROPOSITIONS 

 

1. National parliaments in the European Union are accorded formal powers to 

participate in EU affairs by both EU primary law and their respective national 

constitutional law. While all national parliaments have the same rights and 

obligations under EU law, the powers attributed to them under their respective 

domestic legal framework can vary greatly. 

 

2. The strength of national parliaments does not only depend on the formal powers 

attributed to them by EU law and their own domestic constitutional law, but also 

on the ability and willingness of parliaments to put these powers into practice. 

 

3. The power asymmetries between national parliaments have been further 

exacerbated by the European sovereign debt crisis and by the measures adopted as 

a response thereto by the Member States of the European Union.  

 

4. Such power asymmetries between national parliaments in the EU also have 

implications for the state of representative democracy in the European Union.  

 

5. The European constitutional legal order cannot be looked at as an isolated legal 

sphere but rather must be considered as an interactive and intertwining system that 

also includes the 28 (soon 27) national constitutional legal orders of its Member 

States. 

 

6. Revisions to the European Union Treaties require a lengthy and arduous process 

as well as the unanimous consent of all 28 (soon 27) Member States. Therefore, 

any proposals to change the present workings of the European Union should – 

where possible – be aimed at being implemented within the remit of the current 

EU Treaties. 

 

7. The European Union’s image in the eyes of the general EU population must be 

improved and the benefits that EU membership offers must be better 

communicated to the public by both European and national politicians. 

 

8. The valorization opportunities of the topic of this dissertation can primarily be 

found in its contribution to the debate on the state of democracy in the European 

Union so that policy-makers in Europe can examine and reflect on the results of 

this analysis and on that basis implement the necessary policy changes to avoid 

the further surge of populism, the roots of which can be, amongst others, found in 

Euroskepticism. 

 

9. The period spent writing a PhD might not be the time of your life but it certainly 

takes over all the time in your life. 

 


