
 

 

 

Governance of complex early childhood education and
care systems
Citation for published version (APA):

van de Kuilen, L. (2024). Governance of complex early childhood education and care systems: promising
governance strategies for effective implementation of educational equity policy in early childhood.
[Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht University]. Maastricht University. https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20240327lk

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2024

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20240327lk

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 29 Apr. 2024

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20240327lk
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20240327lk
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/618089f0-6a59-48d7-94ef-7d69ca386d21


 

PROPOSITIONS 

 

Providing grants to improve educational equity without concrete goal agreements does not 

lead to more equal educational opportunities. 

 

Laws and regulations provide a minimum quality baseline, but do not necessarily encourage 

quality improvement.  

 

Educational equity policy in kindergarten in the Netherlands should get much more (political) 

attention, because investments in early years are more effective than investments later in life. 

 

Municipalities should take their coordinating role regarding educational disadvantage policy 

and should be better supported by the central government through regulations regarding the 

expected outcome of cooperation between partners rather than the process of cooperation. 

 

The Dutch ECEC system with ECEC providers for children up to 4 years old and primary 

schools has too many impediments to guarantee seamless transitions for less advantaged 

children. 

 

Dutch school boards are focused on the outcomes of children in upper primary education and 

insufficiently focus on children in kindergarten, therefore they do not sufficiently succeed in 

ensuring educational quality for disadvantaged children in the kindergarten period. 

 

Monitoring the quality of ECEC should focus more on the operation and effectiveness of 

cooperation among the partners in the municipal network.  

 

Perseverance is the key to overcoming challenges. 


