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Impact paragraph

This thesis clarified the legal concept of intervention by invitation and positioned
it within the system of the rules on the use of force under public international law.
The aim was to identify the doctrinal foundations of the legal framework. In this
thesis, legal framework comprised the concept’s definition, legal basis, criteria,
legal parameters, and demarcation. This is the first extensive work of research
that combines all these elements and addresses their doctrinal origins or lack
thereof.

The conclusions reached in this thesis represent the state of the law as it is, as
identifiable through doctrinal research. When branching out and delving into what
the law could or should be, it appears that the concept leaves much to be desired.
Peoples struggling for their right to self-determination outside of the colonial
context are left helpless, while governments still possess almost unlimited power
in their own state. While this is perhaps logical when one considers the
fundamental structure of public international law as a whole and its state centrism,
it is arguably unfitting for the 215t century. Moreover, intervention by invitation
should follow stricter rules, for example a proportionality requirement or a larger
role for the United Nations or regional organisations. Many potential criteria should
perhaps be law, but they cannot be identified as such just yet. Hopefully, clarity
will be provided in the future, so everyone involved, most importantly the actual
people in these situations, knows the possibilities including to whom they can turn
in their hour of need to request an intervention. Future research on intervention
by invitation could also focus on further identifying its legal framework by
conducting a quantitative study into the relevant state practice and opinio juris to
assess properly the current status of customary international law relating to this
topic.

The findings of this thesis’s research are most relevant for legal scholars, who are
equally trying to shed some light on the rules of the use of force. Yet, as public
international law generally relies heavily on states and their conduct, it is also of
interest to government officials or diplomats, who are eager to become more
aware of the current legal status of this set of legal rules.

The current state of the law for intervention by invitation is reflective of the crisis
the rules on the use of force find themselves in. The United Nations Security
Council is not living up to its potential, as it is frequently deadlocked by vetoes of
its permanent members or is unable to take a strong stance due to the threat of
a veto. This results in (powerful) states taking matters into their own hands, while
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the exact rules surrounding certain concepts including intervention by invitation
are not sufficiently established. It has further been demonstrated that more use
should be made of the overlap between the two concepts of intervention by
invitation and collective self-defence, as each one has criteria and safeguards built
in that could benefit the other. This will ultimately benefit everyone as more
stringent requirements will be placed on an exercise of the use of force, which will
strengthen the prohibition of the use of force. At the moment, however, the world
is witnessing a crumbling prohibition of the use of force, which constitutes a
danger to international peace and security. This thesis has attempted to limit that
crumbling by clarifying the doctrinal foundations of the legal framework of
intervention by invitation.
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