
 

 

 

Context matters in outcome and management of
rheumatoid arthritis
Citation for published version (APA):

Hifinger, M. (2017). Context matters in outcome and management of rheumatoid arthritis: the role of socio-
cultural background and healthcare professionals’ preferences. [Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht University].
Maastricht University. https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20171215mh

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2017

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20171215mh

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 22 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20171215mh
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20171215mh
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/1493a9b0-5155-49c7-85e6-cd5328217cd1


Propositions belonging to the thesis

CONTEXT MATTERS IN OUTCOME AND MANAGEMENT OF RHEUMATOID 
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Monika Hifinger
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1. The high prevalence of fatigue among patients with rheumatoid 
 arthritis in wealthy countries is related to the socio-cultural  
environment (this thesis).

2. Patients´ preferences influence treatment choices in rheumatoid 
arthritis care - especially when patients express their dislike -  
indicating that clinicians implement 'patient-centeredness' in  
clinical care (this thesis).

3. When choosing treatments for patients with rheumatoid arthritis, 
absolute costs are still more important than relative  
cost-effectiveness considerations. This jeopardizes efficient use of 
limited resources (this thesis).

4. When rheumatologists value patients´ preferences and economic 
implications in treatment decisions differently, this is a potential 
source of inequities in health (this thesis).

5. In times of increasingly scarce healthcare resources, even the 
wealthiest societies need to clarify what they consider  
'value-based' healthcare. 

6. Increased availability of highly effective but very expensive medical 
treatment opportunities make economic trade-offs unavoidable, 
also in daily clinical care. 

7. Climate change affects environmental and social determinants of 
health. 'The poorest - who least caused the climate change - will 
suffer most' (UN report on climate change, 2014). 

8. Recognizing cultural diversity in medical care is important to better 
understand treatment priorities and needs of patients.

9. 'A ship is safe in the harbour, but that‘s not what ships are for'  
(John A. Shedd). 

10. 'Time and health are two precious assets that we don’t recognize 
and appreciate until they have been depleted' (Denis Waitley). 


