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10.

Propositions
Private partnerships in early modern Antwerp (1621-1791)
Patrick Naaktgeboren

Each partnership contract was unique in the sense that its content was adapted to geopolitical
and socioeconomic trends as well as to the personal context of the partners involved.

Contractual freedom was the guiding legal principle in Antwerp customary law and learned
literature (the ‘law in books’) that allowed entrepreneurs to create a partnership contract (the
‘law in practice’) within the existing legal framework consisting of mandatory and default
rules.

Over the course of the seventeenth and eighteenth century, the ‘law in books’ and the ‘law in
practice’ diverged due to contractual freedom in combination with external factors and
individual motivations.

Partnership contracts as such were established not only to make profits and share risks and
costs, but also to address socioeconomic reasons related to creating legal security, to
transferring and circulating knowledge and skills, and to preventing and resolving conflicts.

By means of education, on-the-job training, and experience, entrepreneurs had acquired at
least some degree of knowledge with regard to creating partnership contracts and with regard
to implementing them in practice.

Whereas a notary’s role concerning partnerships was limited to giving advice and registering
or certifying partnership contracts that in most cases already existed in privately drafted form,
his role concerning conflict management was wider and consisted of acting as a mediator or
as a conveyor of information.

A model or theoretical framework based on modern legal concepts that is projected onto the
past hampers historians in analysing and understanding historical sources.

The concept of ‘crisis’, which is often employed in historical studies to denote regions that
experienced adverse economic circumstances after major shocks, has through its frequent use
in different contexts become diluted in meaning, and its use should therefore be restricted to
describing short-term effects on society.

Conducting interdisciplinary research that combines different historical strands, which could
come into being by means of a collaboration between universities, helps historians investigate
a certain topic from different analytical perspectives, thereby deepening historical studies and
raising its quality.

The past few years have demonstrated that mankind has lost touch with its historical roots and
has lost its ability to place events in a historical context. A stronger historical awareness and
a sufficient historical knowledge may help people cope adequately with unexpected and
unforeseen circumstances.



