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Propositions accompanying the dissertation 
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1. The availability of appropriate sustainability assessment tools decreases 

with the increasing systemic depth of a research question. (This 

dissertation) 

2. If the process of conducting a sustainability assessment is less important 

than its final outcomes, then the ambiguity, normativity and subjectivity 

of sustainability have probably been neglected in that assessment. (This 

dissertation) 

3. Solving persistent problems requires the implementation of solutions, of 

which it is impossible to know the wider consequences. An upshot of this 

is that the sustainability transition is unlikely to be smooth. (This 

dissertation) 

4. The structure of a system is a more relevant determinant of its long-term 

behaviour than the current value of its elements. Unfortunately, it is 

easier to explore and manipulate the elements of a system than its 

structure. (This dissertation) 

5. When quantitative methods deliver expected results, this is interpreted 

as a sign that the model is correct. When participatory methods deliver 

expected results, this is seen to indicate a lack of innovation. 

6. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) correlates strongly with most 

measures of sustainability. In some cases the correlation is strongly 

positive, in others it is strongly negative. This confirms that GDP is not 

an appropriate lever for achieving sustainability. 

7. The concept of Intelligent Design satisfies Ravetz’s criteria for applying 

Post Normal Science: facts are uncertain, values are disputed, stakes are 

high, and decisions urgent. 

8. The world would be more sustainable if people understood the 

exponential function.  

9. It is much easier to measure happiness than it is to measure 

sustainability. 

10. The combined GDP of Sub-Saharan Africa will continue to outgrow the 

world economy for at least 10 years. 

11. Losing one glove is certainly painful, but nothing compared to the pain 

of losing one, throwing away the other, and finding the first one again. 

(Piet Hein: Words – Grooks & Gruk) 


