
 

 

 

Family-member migration and the psychosocial health
outcomes of children in Moldova and Georgia
Citation for published version (APA):

Vanore, M. T. (2015). Family-member migration and the psychosocial health outcomes of children in
Moldova and Georgia. [Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht University]. Boekenplan.
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20150617mv

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2015

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20150617mv

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 22 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20150617mv
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20150617mv
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/fe05573d-7272-4766-9a30-ea67d848e8fe


Propositions  

 

“Family-Member Migration and the Psychosocial Health Outcomes of Children in 

Moldova and Georgia” 

 

 

1. Transnational family scholars often use the term “left behind” to describe 

children with migrant kin who remain in the country of origin, yet evidence from 

both qualitative and quantitative studies of the phenomenon challenge the 

negative connotations the term carries.  

2. The mobility choices and trajectories of men and women are likely to be shaped 

by different factors, which in turn can shape the post-migration environments in 

which children live.  

3. Children living in transnational families are not one homogenous group; 

characteristics of the child, his/her migrant kin, and the caregiver expose children 

to different risks and sources of resilience.  

4. The relationship between the migration of close kin and the psychosocial health 

of children in Moldova and Georgia is generally marginal.  

5. The migration of a parent or other close family member is not as meaningful a 

factor in shaping child psychosocial health outcomes as are factors such as being 

called names by a caregiver or living in a politically-unstable region.    

6. Frameworks that relate the development of child psychosocial health to the 

family or caregiving environment generally assume nuclear-family settings, 

which limits understanding of how children raised in extended family care 

environments may be affected by the migration of non-parent kin. 

7. Most studies of children in transnational families have observed children at only 

one point in the migration and family life cycle; great insight could be gained by 

observing how children and their families negotiate migration processes over 

time.      

8. Rather than targeting children with migrant parents as one homogenous group,  

programmes or policies aimed at children “left behind” could be enhanced by 

recognising and targeting specific cross-sections of the child population that have 

specific vulnerabilities or sources of risk.  

9. “You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar.” (English idiom) Such a 

message is just as applicable to policy as it is to our own daily interactions.  


