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Propositions accompanying the dissertation 
 

Explaining Audiovisual Media Piracy in China through the Prism of Media Control 
 

Rogier Creemers 
 
1: China's complex media control regime is an important contributing factor to demand for 
pirated audiovisual media products.  (This thesis, chapter IV) 
 
2: The Chinese intellectual property legislation is by now largely consistent with the re-
quirements of the Berne Convention and TRIPS, and the market-based test introduced in 
DS362 has made it difficult to evaluate enforcement thresholds in the light of the Chinese 
audiovisual media market. (This thesis, Chapters III and VII) 
 
3: The problems of anti-piracy enforcement are to a large extent a consequence of the ad-
ministrative design of the administrative apparatus. (This thesis, Chapter VI) 
 
4: The US efforts to push the anti-piracy through the channels of the WTO have not been 
successful. Rather, the political significance of the media market to the Chinese leadership 
means that reform in this area will be dominated by the Party's domestic agenda. (This the-
sis, Chapters V and VII) 
 
5: Intellectual property law is a highly context-sensitive structure artificially creating scarcity 
where there is none, under a set of necessary conditions. As such, it may well prove that 
not all government interventions contravene the principles of the free market, as the market 
might not exist without them. 
 
6: After ten years of Chinese participation in the WTO, it has by and large succeeded in de-
fending its core national interests against the impact of membership. Nonetheless, it has 
found that WTO discipline extends much further than previously anticipated.  
 
7: China's cultural policies, as well as a number of other economic policies, resemble the 
reformist policies of the late Qing in the 19th century, which were based on importing for-
eign technology while maintaining a strong Chinese cultural core. These were not successful 
then, and it remains to be seen if they are successful now.  
 
8: Liberalizing the Chinese media market will not in itself end piracy. Enterprises will have to 
create innovative business models providing broad access at low cost on a variety of plat-
forms to develop a healthy market for audiovisual media. Thanks to significant investments in 
media infrastructure, this could be quite successful in China.  
 
9: Legal and political philosophy must be a part of any study aiming to understand, explain 
and evaluate legal phenomena, in China and elsewhere.  
 
10: Proposals about law and order tend to be about much more about order than law.  
 
11: It is a matter of great curiosity that a measure of success in academia is to end up as a 
footnote. 


