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Propositions of the thesis 

More than just hormones 

A psychological approach of sexuality in transgender individuals 

1. Involving transgender people in research about their health and identity is 

crucial for the quality of such research. – This thesis 

2. Sexual well-being in transgender people, as in all people, is highly complex 

and should therefore be studied from multiple perspectives, by researchers 

from various disciplines, using different methodologies. – This thesis 

3. Neuroscientific research with transgender participants is not inherently 

ethical or unethical; this depends on the research question, methods, and 

context. – This thesis 

4. Lower sexual well-being in transgender compared to cisgender people 

cannot be explained by differences in gender dysphoria only; social factors are 

likely to have an influence too. – This thesis 

5. There are only few brain differences between cisgender and transgender 

people when it comes to sexual processing, and these differences do not 

necessarily translate to behavioral differences. – This thesis 

6. If as a society we would become less rigid about gender norms, this would 

not only benefit trans or gender nonconforming people, but everyone else too. 

7. People and psychiatric classifications are human, interactive kinds; not 

natural, indifferent kinds. – Ian Hacking 

8. Absolute, negative freedom (being free of any restriction) is not necessarily 

a good thing; freedom is about having the opportunity to do something good 

with your live, and to actively grab this opportunity. – Alicja Gescinska 

9. Women are not inherently less ambitious and more caring than men because 

of biological (brain) differences; social factors have created this restrictive 

mold. – Cordelia Fine 

10. You should not be a wallflower when you can be a Venus flytrap. – 

Marina Diamandis 


