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PROPOSITIONS ACCOMPANYING THESIS 

Francesca Rubiconto 

 

1. “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead 

2. “Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty, advancing economic growth… 
these are one and the same fight. We must connect the dots between climate 
change, water scarcity, energy shortages, global health, food security, and 
women’s empowerment. Solutions to one problem must be solutions for all.” - 
Ban Ki-moon 

3. The balance between environmental, economic, and social goals can be 
achieved through the calibration of instruments and incentives on the patterns 
prevailing in each specific industry (Chapter 5). 

4. The more and less polluting sectors are fundamentally different in their 
structural characteristics, including the role of demand and profitability in 
driving capital accumulation and price variations, the initial endowments and 
market structure and the ability to expand demand and productive capacity 
(Chapter 4). 

5. An effective industrial policy must consider which sectors benefit most from 
environmental innovation, which types of environmental innovation are most 
effective in each sector, and how substitution and compensation effects 
influence the final outcome (Chapter 5). 

6. “Cutting the deficit by gutting our investments in innovation and education is 
like lightening an overloaded airplane by removing its engine. It may make you 
feel like you're flying high at first, but it won't take long before you feel the 
impact.” - Barack Obama 

7. A comprehensive investigation of the role of environmental innovation requires 
the construction of a theoretical framework that includes all direct and indirect 
effects on demand, output, and employment (Chapters 2 and 3). 

8. A valid methodological approach to investigating environmental innovation 
should include the distinctive effects of the environmental product and process 
innovation and the central role of demand and consumer preferences (Chapter 
3). 

9. In the context of a relatively closed and stagnant economy, a change in 
consumer preferences toward environmentally friendly products can have 
more important effects than an increase in productivity (Chapter 4). 

10. “Let us pick up our books and our pens,” I said. “They are our most powerful 
weapons. One child, one teacher, one book and one pen can change the world.” 
- Malala Yousafzai 


