
 

 

 

Technical change, competitiveness, and employment

Citation for published version (APA):

Rubiconto, F. (2022). Technical change, competitiveness, and employment: A sustainable perspective.
[Doctoral Thesis, Maastricht University]. Maastricht University. https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20221107fr

Document status and date:
Published: 01/01/2022

DOI:
10.26481/dis.20221107fr

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Please check the document version of this publication:

• A submitted manuscript is the version of the article upon submission and before peer-review. There can
be important differences between the submitted version and the official published version of record.
People interested in the research are advised to contact the author for the final version of the publication,
or visit the DOI to the publisher's website.
• The final author version and the galley proof are versions of the publication after peer review.
• The final published version features the final layout of the paper including the volume, issue and page
numbers.
Link to publication

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these
rights.

• Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
• You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
• You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal.

If the publication is distributed under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license above,
please follow below link for the End User Agreement:
www.umlib.nl/taverne-license

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at:

repository@maastrichtuniversity.nl

providing details and we will investigate your claim.

Download date: 22 May. 2023

https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20221107fr
https://doi.org/10.26481/dis.20221107fr
https://cris.maastrichtuniversity.nl/en/publications/968fb7d5-31d9-45d7-8b77-21e934b38491


Societal Relevance

The Southern European economies must contain the rise in global temper-
atures that threaten the existence of natural and human ecosystems, in a
context  of  stagnant  demand,  declining  productivity  and  poor  interna-
tional  competitiveness.  Environmental  innovation  could  contribute  to
containing climate change while supporting growth and employment in
this  region.  This  dissertation  represents  the  first  investigation  of  the
direct and indirect effects of environmental product and process innova-
tion  on  growth  and  employment  in  the  context  of  international  trade.
The result of this investigation can provide fundamental support for the
development and implementation of green industrial policies and aware-
ness  campaigns  on  the  effects  of  climate  change.  Firstly,  it  can  identify
the role of consumer preferences and their choice between more and less
polluting products,  which could influence the final  results  of  these poli-
cies.  In  particular,  it  can  determine  the  importance  of  the  substitution
effects  between  local  environmentally  friendly  products  and  highly
polluting imported products. Secondly, it can identify the indirect effects
of  an increase in productivity in the less polluting sectors on prices and
demand at the sector and aggregate level. Finally, it can define the types
of  environmental  innovation  most  suited  to  the  specific  regional  and
sector context. This dissertation reveals the complexity and variety of the
effects of environmental innovation, which depend on the specific socio-
economic  context  and  the  prevailing  patterns  in  each  sector.  A  proper
balance  of  environmental,  economic  and social  policy  goals  can  only  be
achieved through a better understanding of these effects.
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